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NOMINATION OF SUZAN G. LEVINE
TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY
OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA TO THE SWISS CON-
FEDERATION AND THE PRINCI-
PALITY OF LIECHTENSTEIN

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the clerk will re-
port the LeVine nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Suzan G. LeVine, of Wash-
ington, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Swiss
Confederation, and to serve concur-
rently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Princi-
pality of Liechtenstein.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be 2
minutes of debate prior to the vote on
the LeVine nomination.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that all time be yielded back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Suzan G. LeVine, of Washington, to be
Ambassador of the United States of
America to the Swiss Confederation,
and to serve concurrently and without
additional compensation as Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Principality of Liech-
tenstein?

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session.

The Senator from Arizona.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to engage in a col-
loquy with the Senator from South
Carolina as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

BENGHAZI

Mr. MCcCAIN. Mr. President, 19
months ago a terrible thing happened
in Benghazi, Libya. Four brave Ameri-
cans were murdered, and the issue has
not only not been resolved but as each
of the last 19 months has ensued, the
issue of how and under what -cir-
cumstances this heinous crime was
committed continues. The Senator
from South Carolina and I, the Senator
from New Hampshire, and some others,
have vowed we will never give up on
this issue until the truth is known and
the people who perpetrated it are
brought to justice.

We have seen another page turn in
this chapter of coverup and obfuscation
by this administration by the belated—
19 months later—release of the fol-
lowing emails. The first one we will not
pay much attention to. This is from
Benjamin Rhodes, who is supposed to
be the public affairs officer for the Na-
tional Security Council. In fact, he is
obviously the propaganda organ. The
goals, as he states them, are to under-
score these protests are rooted in an
Internet video and not a broader fail-
ure of policy.

I tell my colleagues that was not a
fact. That was not a fact. There was no
evidence these protests were rooted in
an Internet video. In fact, the station
chief before these talking points were
made up sent a message that this is
not—not—a spontaneous demonstra-
tion.

To show that we will be resolute in
bringing people who bring harm to
Americans to justice, and standing
steadfast through these protests; to re-
inforce the President’s strength and
steadiness—that is all about the Presi-
dential campaign. It is not about try-
ing to find out who perpetrated this
heinous crime. It is not about trying to
respond to the people who committed
these acts.

In fact, because of the coverup and
the obfuscation and now 19-month
delay, not a single person who was re-
sponsible for the murder of these four
brave Americans has been brought to
justice, as the President promised they
would be.

Yesterday Mr. Carney said the re-
lease of this information had nothing
to do with the attack on Benghazi. My
friends, I have heard a lot of strange
things in my time, but that has to be
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the most bizarre statement I have ever
heard. This is all about a Presidential
campaign. This is all about an effort to
convince the American people the
President of the United States had ev-
erything under control.

The next day, on the Sunday talk
shows, Susan Rice said Al Qaeda had
been decimated. False; that the em-
bassy was safe and stable and secure.
False. And of course the whole issue of
blaming an Internet video lasted on
and on for a couple of weeks when it
was clear the evidence did not indicate
that.

I yield to my friend from South Caro-
lina on this issue, and then I will re-
turn.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina.

Mr. GRAHAM. I thank my colleague.

To remind the body of what we are
talking about, this email was released
as a result of a lawsuit, and not volun-
tarily by the White House. In August of
last year, the House of Representatives
and the committees of jurisdiction sub-
poenaed all documents related to
Benghazi and basically were stiff-
armed.

Senators MCCAIN, AYOTTE, and I have
written enough letters to destroy a
small forest to the White House with
virtually nothing to show for it. A pri-
vate organization called Judicial
Watch sued under the Freedom of In-
formation Act, and an independent ju-
diciary—thank God for that—ordered
this White House to disclose this email
just days ago. Knowing the email was
going to come out, the White House
provided it to the Congress a few days
ago.

What does that tell us? That tells us
they did not want anyone to know
about this email. They talk about
25,000 documents they have provided. It
doesn’t matter the number of docu-
ments they provided to the Congress.
They could have provided us with the
Benghazi phone book. It is the rel-
evance of the documents and the sig-
nificance of the documents. The reason
they did not want anyone—me and any-
one else—to know about this email is
because it is the smoking gun that
shows that people at the White House
level—these are people who work at the
White House for the administration—
were very intent on shaping the story
about Benghazi away from what they
knew to be the truth.

Here is the problem for the White
House. This was 7 weeks before an elec-
tion. President Obama had said repeat-
edly: Bin Laden is dead, Al Qaeda is on
the run, the war is receding, my for-
eign policy is working. Many of us were
critical of President Obama’s foreign
policy, particularly in Libya, because
after Qadhafi fell, we really did nothing
to secure the country.

Senator McCAIN, myself, and a couple
of other Senators—RUBIO—went in 2011
to Libya. We said in an op-ed piece if
we don’t get rid of these militias,
Libya is going to become a safe haven
for terrorists.
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